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EPRA encourages people to recycle their electronics
by Sierra D’Souza buttS

LocaL JournaLiSm initiative reporter
Gayleen Creelman of the Electronic Products Recycling 

Association says electronics can and should be recycled 
to prevent harm to the environment. The World-Spectator 
spoke with her recently about what people need to know 
when recycling their electronics.

Tell me, what do people need to know about electronic 
recycling?

Number one, we’d like them to do it, recycle their elec-
tronics. First of all, reuse as much as possible. Donate them, 
give them to charity, hand them down in family, etc. But at 
some point in time they’re really at the end of their useful 
life and we need to capture the resources that were origi-
nally used to generate them or create them so that we can 
make new items.

How does EPRA operate? What do you do when you 
receive a piece of electronics? Is it taken apart and the dif-
ferent parts go different directions or what happens with 
it?

It’s a little bit of a mixed bag of different things. It de-
pends on the processer that we send and eventually send 
them to. So right now we have a collection network within 
Saskatchewan of 100-plus drop-off locations—Recycle My 
Electronics drop-off locations—and they vary from munici-
pality to municipality. For example, the town of Church-
bridge collects electronics at their transfer station. We work 
with Sarcan, obviously they’re a collector. Also Staples and 
Best Buy retail locations will collect them, they take them 
back. If you go in and your computer died or something 
like that, or your TV died and you buy a new one, you can 
leave your old one there. They’ll ensure it gets properly re-
cycled.

So then the next step, once they’re collected, they go off 
to processors and the role of the processors is to break them 
down. We don’t sell the individual parts, we break down 
the materials, the plastics, the glass, the metals. There are 
buyers, there’s a market for all that material. Some of it is 
shredded into tiny, little pieces. Others are baled because 
the downstream is better equipped to do the shredding of 
that particular material. They are destroyed. Nothing goes 
back into a resale market for components.

Roughly what percentage of electronics do get recycled?
Well we don’t really know a percentage because a per-

centage would mean that we need to know the volume of 
the material put out to market in any given year versus the 
volume returned for recycling. The only thing is, there’s a 
timeframe between when you purchase an electronic and 
when you take it in for recycling. So for example, electron-
ics that are currently obligated in the province of Saskatch-
ewan by regulation include TVs. Back in the day TVs were 
really, really heavy, so a 50- or 60-year-old TV can still come 
in and be recycled through our program. It doesn’t have to 
be bought in the last 14 or 15 years. It doesn’t matter on the 
age for radios, etc. The stuff being put on the market today, 
one person can carry it into their house, where you need 
like two or three people sometimes to take out those old 
console TVs.

So it’s hard to say what percentage. We look at it on the 

basis of weight as one measurement, but really it’s more 
about access and awareness of our program. How many 
people actually utilize the program or are aware of it?

Do you have more people using your service every 
year?

We’re pretty steady. I think 87 per cent are aware of the 
program. Saskatchewan’s always been high, we’re very 
proud of our ability to recycle. So that’s a very, very good 
number. Additionally, we have 93 per cent of the popula-
tion—that’s within 50 km in a rural perspective, we’re 30 
minutes in an urban perspective—of the drop off location 
and that’s pretty high as well.

Should people be worried at all about their data that 
they might have on an old electronic device?

Well, we should always be worried about our data. Wor-
ried is dependent upon whether or not that device actu-
ally works anymore. So we always encourage everybody to 
remove SIM cards, back up their data and wipe a drive or 
wipe their device, like an iPad or something like that, put 
it back to factory settings. That’s just an extra step, a good 
thing to do.

However, when you do drop off the devices at our Re-
cycle My Electronics locations, the next step in the process 
is going to someone that is actually going to destroy that 
device. So physically destroy it. We do pull out the hard 
drives and shred them or they’re shredded with the whole 
computer, for example. The data is very personal and we 
make sure that we have a safe and secure process to ensure 
the destruction of the data.

What’s the story behind 
EPRA? Where did you folks 
get started?

EPRA is an industry-led, 
not-for-profit organiza-
tion that is comprised of 
the manufacturers such as 
Lenovo, IBM, Dell, etc. and 
the distributors that would 
be the likes of Best Buy and 
Staples, the places where 
you go to shop for example. 
We represent their interest in 
Saskatchewan and eight oth-
er provinces in Canada to en-
sure that they meet the regu-
latory obligation of an end of 
life recycling program for the 
material they put on the mar-
ket. We represent their inter-
est within Saskatchewan and 
ensure we have the correc-
tion that work and the secure 
and safe destruction of those 
devices brought back by the 
consumer or businesses.

How is the recycling program funded?
It’s from the environmental handling fee that is paid at 

purchase. So when you are buying a new computer or a 
new printer or a mouse, you pay a small handling fee that 
covers the collection, processing, and a small portion goes 
to administration and market awareness for the program. 

What’s the main message you want to get out to people 
about recycling their electronics?

The main message I would like to get out to people is 
that I understand we like to hold on to our devices just in 
case we might need them, we might need a component out 
of them, but if they’re truly at the end of their life, they’re 
not doing any good sitting in a closet, in the garage, in the 
quonset at the farm. The resources that are inside them, the 
plastics, the glass, the metals, can be reused and they’re an 
endless kind of reuse.

They can be reused many times, we’ve already mined 
them from the earth, so let’s mine them from the stage of 
material that they’re in right now and put them back into 
the manufacturing supply stream.

The other message is that there are substances of concern 
within some of those devices. The older TVs, for example, 
have lead in their screens, so if they’re broken then lead is 
going into our environment. Some display devices have 
mercury bulbs in them and they want to recapture that 
mercury and use the mercury. The same with the lead, we 
can recapture that lead and it can be smelted again and go 
back into new products.

So we want to make sure the environment is safe as well.

Notice is hereby given under The Tax Enforcement Act that unless the arrears and costs appearing adjacent to the land described in the following list 
are fully paid before the 4th day of January 2022, a tax lien will be registered against the land.
NOTE:  A sum for costs in an amount required by subsection 4(3) of The Tax Enforcement Act is included in the amount shown against each parcel.
 ASSESSMENT NUMBER LOT BLOCK PLAN  TITLE NUMBER TOTAL COSTS TOTAL ARREARS 
       ARREARS  & COSTS
505009750-01 4 2 59463  142448733 $3,672.46 $14.65 $3,687.11
  48 2 59463  142448744
505013650-01 1 3 59463  145836401
  2 3 59463  145836434
  3 3 59463  145836456
  4 3 59463  145836476
  5 3 59463  145836478 $18,769.10 $14.65 $18,783.75
505006750-01 4 8 H2239  106729005 
  5 8 H2239  106729016 $4,403.24 $14.65 $4,417.89
  13 8 H2239  146659438
  14 8 H2239  146659450 $1,642.67 $14.65 $1,657.32
505005920-01 27 9 102073586  142845992 $1,192.13 $14.65 $1,206.78
505004650-01 18 18 P443  141984951 $1,552.81 $14.65 $1,567.46
505004800-01 19 19 P443  141984973 $1,552.81 $14.65 $1,567.46
505004850-01 20 20 P443  141984995 $1,212.30 $14.65 $1,226.95
505002100-01 19 11 102179707  147701190 $2,428.68 $14.65 $2,443.33
495004900-01 13 13 64R07529  106722323 
  14 13 64R07529  106722345 $1,387.38 $14.65 $1,402.03
505024150-01 8 20 AB5546  139875429
  9 20 AB5546  139247578 $2,030.91 $14.65 $2,045.56
505027750-01 9 22 BJ474  146128305 $3,652.18 $14.65 $3,666.83
505027150-01 2 23 BJ474  146318564 $1,212.91 $14.65 $1,227.56
504901050-01 11 25 102095984  143816957 $2,011.51 $14.65 $2,026.16
495028250-01 13 30 65R37010  149110466 $2,136.87 $14.65 $2,151.52
495003400-01 12 35 65R36786  106861451 $6,670.79 $14.65 $6,685.44
505018550-01 49 D 66R15168  139624689 $2,010.11 $14.65 $2,024.76
505023125-01  E 101255611     Ext. 5 130195863 $3,509.82 $14.65 $3,524.47
505109700-01 10 7 BL2529  123479804 $5,539.65 $14.65 $5,554.30
505110900-01 25 7 62R18875  132063296 $5,989.06 $14.65 $6,003.71
505113200-01 13 14 64R02602  131967153 $3,574.65 $14.65 $3,589.30
505116550-01 7 16 64R23677  151933697 $6,770.18 $14.65 $6,784.83
505200400-01 7 22 65R32821  150086493 $3,161.44 $14.65 $3,176.09
505203100-01 7 25 65R32821  134520612 $3,865.62 $14.65 $3,880.27
495100300-01 4 20 65R15601  147149129 $3,202.88 $14.65 $3,217.53
505027975-01 S 22 101989648  138135696 $2,191.43 $14.65 $2,206.08
504901025-01 9 25 102095984  143816979 $1,776.69 $14.65 $1,791.34
504901025-01 10 25 102095984  143816991 $927.97 $14.65 $942.62
505005925-01 26 9 102073586  142835610 $1,192.13 $14.65 $1,206.78
Dated this 27th day of October, 2021

Mike Thorley - Treasurer

Tax Enforcement list 
Town of Esterhazy - Province of Saskatchewan
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+ Continued from page 25
“This honour is in recognition of outstanding achieve-

ment made while in service to the French Republic or other 
civilian or military capacity. This distinction illustrates the 
profound gratitude that France would like to express to Mr. 
Lloyd Clifford Tibbatts in recognition of your determina-
tion, your courage and professional contribution to the lib-
eration of France, my country of birth. 

“Through you, France remembers the sacrifice of all your 
compatriots who came to help liberate France, often losing 
their lives during the field battles. 

“More than 50,000 unfortunately did not come home 
from D-Day. We are all together here today, and it is be-
cause of these brave soldiers and all of his comrades that 
freed my country, France, from the terror and tyranny. 

“They have demonstrated and accomplished an unsur-
passable act of extreme bravery. Your role, Mr. Tibbatts, 
during the Second World War was a vibrant reminder of 
the profound and extreme friendship that binds France and 
Canada.

“This creates a very special relationship between our two 
countries. The people of France have never, and will never, 
forget the act of bravery shown by the Canadian forces dur-
ing the Normandy landing to help restore freedom. I can 
only think of one single word to say to you Mr. Tibbatts—
merci! You are to France a true hero.

“I have the very great honour of awarding to you the 
highest medal awarded by France. Please accept on behalf 
of the citizens of France, the President of France Mr. Em-
manuel Macron and all other citizens, my sincere thanks, 
gratitude and congratulations.”

As he made the presentation, Burnichon said “In the 
name of the President of the Republic of France, Mr. Em-
manuel Macron, and by virtue of the authority conveyed to 
me, I declare you Sir Lloyd Clifford Tibbatts, Knight of the 
Legion of Honour.”

Tibbatts said he was very honored by the presentation. 
“It’s nice to be recognized like this,” he said. “This is a real 
honor.”

Lloyd Tibbatts
receives France’s 

highest honor


